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PREFACE

Isan, an amazing land which is abundant with
civilisation and value of learning, and an ancient region
that still maintains the uniqueness of the way of living,
culture, and traditions, reflecting a picture of happiness,
unity, belief and faith under the “Hit Sip Song Khong Sip Si”,
a charming custom of a typical Isan culture. It is a
wisdom that has been ripened and inherited from the
ancestors, and the beginning of the Isan twelve-month
traditions as per the details in this guidebook.

Right here, the land of civilisation in the heart
of Isan, comprising Khon Kaen, Roi Et, Kalasin, and
Maha Sarakham, is full of intriguing events and festivals
luring people to see both locally and provincially;
these are the main pleasures that will fulfill the value
of visiting various main attractions in the area; such as,
religious places, natural attractions, historical,
archaeological, geological, and palaeontological sites.

The Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT), Khon
Kaen Office, has published this suidebook issue 2013
with our hope that this book in your hands will open
the perception of experience of travelling in the heart
of Isan to the visitors as well as will be a useful source
of information to interested persons. Nevertheless, the
schedule and activities are subject to change, for your
convenience in travelling, you can check information
from the related organisers before departure to make
sure anything will not be missed.

The Tourism Authority of Thailand
Khon Kaen Office
(Khon Kaen, Roi Et, Kalasin, and Maha Sarakham)
October 2012
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Duean Yi Bun Khun Lan

The 1St day of the waxing moon - the dark moon day of
the 2"% (unar month Year of the Dragon
(12 January - 10 February, 2013)

In the second lunar month, after harvesting from
the golden yellow fields, a threshing yard will be prepared
nearby the houses or paddy fields to be ready for taking the
prosperity of life and the fields. Isan people take this period
to make the ceremony of Bun Khun Lan for the prosperity
of cultivation, seasonal rainfall, fertility of the rice crops with
plenty of produce in the next year and give the farmers
serenity. In the Bun Khun Lan ceremony, Isan people will
make an alms offering, offer food to monks and invite them
to give a sermon at the threshing yard then sprinkle sacred
water on the local people, threshing yard, rice fields, and
rice plants for prosperity before bringing rice paddy to the
barn, inviting the rice spirit or Mother Rice Goddess to the
barn and making a ceremony of rice spirit warming.

In the land of Central Isan during the second lunar
month, besides the Bun Khun Lan ceremony for visitors to
learn, there are a lot of activities, events and festivals that
reflect the relationship of the way of life, wisdom, and
agriculture in the Isan region including international events

that persuade everyone to experience in the heart of Isan.
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Khao Suan Kwang Roasted Chicken Festival

In the grounds of the Khao Suan Kwang District Office,
Amphoe Khao Suan Kwang, Khon Kaen Province.
January 2013.

Activities : Taste the original Khao Suan Kwang
roasted chicken, see the best chicken, the
prolific chicken, and the jumbo chicken
contests, enjoy the Roasted Chicken Beauty
Contest, chicken eating and pinching
competition, see a group of northeastern-style
Mo Lam singers, and Pong Lang show.
Contact : Khao Suan Kwang District Office,
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Tel. 0 4344 9113

Chang Kra Festival and Mancha
Khiri’s Product Fair

In the grounds of the Mancha Khiri District Office, Amphoe
Mancha Khiri, Khon Kaen Province.
17 - 20 January, 2013.

Activities : See more than 4000 Chang Kra wild orchids
(Rhynchostylis gigantea) which naturally grow at Wat Pa
Mancha Khiri, see the parades of each district, a local food
contest, and enjoy the demonstrations and sales of OTOP
products.

Contact : Mancha Khiri District Office,

Tel. 0 4328 9049, 0 4328 9022

Chonnabot Mudmee Silk Festival

In the grounds of the Chonnabot District Office, Amphoe
Chonnabot, Khon Kaen Province.

9 - 12 January, 2013.

Activities : See the parade of the Mudmee
Silk Festival, Miss Silk Beauty Pageant, silk
fashion show, and light and sound show.

Contact : Chonnabot District Office,
Tel. 0 4328 6252
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10th Khon Kaen International Marathon

At Khon Kaen University, Amphoe
Mueang, Khon Kaen Province.
27 January, 2013.

Activities : Marathon, half marathon
and mini marathon competitions.
Contact : Khon Kaen University
Alumni Association,

Tel. 0 4320 2750

Bun Kum Khao Yai Tradition and Ban
Phai’s Products

At Ban Phai District Office, Amphoe Ban Phai, Khon Kaen
Province. 17 - 22 January, 2013.

Activities : See the parade of the rice castle, the rice spirit
warming, the Bun Kum Khao Yai Beauty Contest,
the tom-tom drum contest, and the Soraphanya
Chanting Contest.
Contact : Ban Phai District
Office,
Tel. 0 4327 2611,

0 4327 4940

Northeast Agricultural Fair

At the Agricultural Technology Park, Khon Kaen
University, Amphoe Mueang, Khon Kaen Province.
25 January - 3 February, 2013.

Activities : Enjoy the agricultural
contests and competitions,
participate in the academic seminars
: of agriculture, buy agricultural
:__ . produce, see handcrafted and

g folk wisdom works’ contests,

agricultural exhibition, etc.

Contact : The Faculty of Agriculture, Khon Kaen University,
Tel. 0 4320 2360
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Duean Sam Bun Khao Chi

The 1St day of the waxing moon - the 14th day of
the waning moon of the 3 Wnar month
Year of the Dragon
(11 February - 11 March, 2013)

After the harvest has ended, farmers have new
rice in their barns amid the cold weather of the third lunar
month of the Magha Puja Festival; a picture of local people
encircling a charcoal stove or bonfire to grill sticky rice
resonates the faith in the Buddhist religion of the Isan
people who make merit together by offering Khao Chi
(grilled sticky rice) to monks for making merit or offering to
monks together with some other food. After that, they will
attend the sermon giving to celebrate Khao Chiand receive
a blessing then walk in a candle-light procession in the
evening. The reason for making merit with Khao Chi came
from a story in the Buddha’s era. There was a woman
named Punna Thasi, a servant who offered Khanom Paeng
Chi, a dessert to Lord Buddha with her admiration even
though she thought Lord Buddha would not eat because
it was not delicate; however, he ate that dessert right in
front of her and preached to her until she reached Sota-
pattiphala (the first stage of enlightenment). Isan people,
thus, believe in the virtue of giving and have practised Khao
Chi merit making as a tradition until the present.

Experience the Bun Khao Chi tradition in Central
Isan, and appreciate Isan folk music and wisdom, which
are their identities. It is another local prominence of the
third lunar month of Central Isan that should not be missed.

11



DuUs:Iwrtyrydhoduooditioolws e Bun Khao Chi and Pho Chai Products
Festival

In front of Pho Chai District Office, Amphoe Pho Chai, Roi Et
Province. 8 — 10 February, 2013.

Activities : See the parade of the giant Khao Chi (grilled
sticky rice) contest, the Bun Khao Chi Beauty Contest,
the tasty Som Tam - Khao Chi contest.

Contact : Pho Chai District Office, Tel. 0 4356 7077
Chai Wari Subdistrict Municipality, Tel. 0 4356 7101
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DUUCIITNWAIIA:DIUNBIADOKIAUENSAL Bun Boek Fa Festival and Red Cross Fair
Maha Sarakham

U AUUNTNTIINNNTB LB BINNENTANY

2.15l99 2. uva1sAy In the grounds of Mueang Maha Sarakham District Office.
8-17 qumﬁus‘ 2556 8-17 February, 2013.

Nanssu muﬁ%‘mmsmwssLuﬂwawummum‘mm Activities : See the sacrifice to the Mother Rice Goddess
YUIULAUTTINEIDIIU NMsaSauazSviinananuel OTOP ceremony and Red Cross Fair, the local traditional parade,
finda  JMTANMEITAL the demonstrations and sales of OTOP products.

ns. 0 4377 7115 Contact : Maha Sarakham Province,

Tel. 0 4377 7115

OUUJEMSWS:B1QUNQU Phrathat Na Dun Festival

L]
L]
&. U UTNUNILE MU 81U LAUNENTAY At the area of Phrathat Na Dun,
25 NUATWUS 2556 Amphoe Na Dun, Maha Sarakham

fanssu suvhyginuinsuasyunezsn Province. 25 February, 2013.

WU W%’auﬂf}ﬁaﬁiimmﬁﬁﬁﬁm Activities : Join making merit, offering

findia  Sunewgu alms, and worshipping Phrathat Na Dun, also practising
ns. 0 4379 7129 dharma, and meditation.

Contact : Amphoe Na Dun, Tel. 0 4379 7129

12 13
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Duean Si Bun Pha Wet

The 15t

day of the waxing moon - the dark moon day
of the 4th lunar month

Year of the Dragon (12 March - 10 April, 2013)

“Pha Wet” is a dialectal variation according to the
Isan people which came from the word “Phra Wet” meaning
Phra Wetsandon (Vessantara), the name of the Lord Buddha
in his last life, in which he performed the great charity perfection
before his rebirth as Prince Siddhattha who gained enlightenment
and became the Lord Buddha. In the fourth lunar month of
every year, Isan people will hold the event of Bun Pha Wet
in commemoration of the great giving perfection of Prince
Vessantara. The exciting atmosphere of preparation of Khao
Pun or Thai rice noodle to give away and welcome visitors is
a form of giving that can be found in the Bun Pha Wet Festival.
In addition to attending the Great Birth Sermon, which it is
believed that one who listens to all 13 chapters within one
day will be born in the Phra Sri Ariya Mettrai (Ariya Metteyya)
era, the land of happiness according to Buddhist belief. This
event features a parade of Ton Ngoen or Ton Kan Chop Kan
Lon (an imitated tree filled with donated money) to be offered
to the temple, which is a good example of the rituals that
shows the belief in the way of making merit in the Buddhist
religion.

Eat Khao Pun, get Bun Pha Wet merit in the fourth
lunar month in Central Isan, donate, pay homage to sacred
Buddha relics, and learn a custom that tightens the
relations among families and community, which also give

hospitality to visitors.
15
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Bun Pha Wet Fair Roi Et

At Roi Et Stone Garden, Amphoe Mueang, Roi Et Province.
1 - 3 March, 2013.

Activities : Join the great religious festival of the Roi Et
people, listen to the 13 chapters of the Great Birth Sermon,
the parade of Upakhut or Upagutta (a Buddhist arahant), the
parade of a thousand lumps of rice, Pha Laeng Party
(Isan gala dinner), light and sound show, and free Thai rice
noodle booths all over town.

Contact : Roi Et Province.  Tel. 0 4352 7814

Pong Lang, Phrae Wa |

In the grounds of Kalasin City
Hall, Amphoe Mueang,

Kalasin Province.

Activities : See the Pong Lang bands’ contest, music and
entertainment shows, northeastern-style Mo Lam singers,
the demonstrations and sales of OTOP products.

Contact : Kalasin Province, Tel. 0 4381 1695, 0 4381 1213

Phu Pha Man Thai Lunar New Year Festival

In the grounds of Phu Pha Man District Office, Amphoe Phu
Pha Man, Khon Kaen Province.
10 — 12 March, 2013.

Activities : See the Elder Apology Ceremony of the Phu
Pha Man people, see the Thai Lunar New Year Beauty
Contest, local sports competitions, light and sound show,
the demonstrations and sales of OTOP products.

Contact : Phu Pha Man District Office,
Tel. 0 4339 6035 o 4

Mahasarakham Games

At Mahasarakham Rajabhat
University, Institute of
Physical Education Mahasarakham.

18 - 29 March, 2013, Futy —
Activities : The 29t National Youth Sport Challenge. B
Contact : The Sports Authority of Thailand :

Mahasarakham Office, Tel. 0 4377 7494 17
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Duean Ha Bun Songkran

The ]St day of the waxing moon - the ]4th day of
the waning moon of the 5th lunar month
Year of the Snake (11 April - 9 May, 2013)

“Songkran”, the New Year’s Day of Thailand
since ancient times, is a word from Sanskrit language meaning
“Passing” or “Moving in” which indicates the sun moves
into another zodiacal sign, which is the beginning of the
month of a new year. Isan people take this time to enjoy
one of the merit making festivals of Hit Sip Song, and it is
an opportunity for people in the family who work far from
home to reunite. Making merit, offering alms, and pouring
water onto monks and the elderly are the activities in the
Songkran Festival that Isan people practise as a custom to
embrace the prosperity in a new year. Furthermore, the
joyfulness of splashing water is a way of making friendship
and flourishing good relationships amid the Isan Songkran
Festival.

Embrace the prosperity of Thailand New Year’s
Day in the 5th lunar month in the heart of Isan, and
celebrate the merit of the local Songkran tradition
together with cheerful contemporary activities that will
make a beginning of a new year be full of happiness and
good fortune.
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Bun Pha Khao Ling (Buffet Dinner
for Monkeys)

At Kosamphi Forest Park, Amphoe Kosum Phisai,
Maha Sarakham Province. 2 April, 2013.

Activities : See the parade of Pha Khao Ling, and

monkey buffet.

Contact : Kosum Phisai District Office,

Tel. 0 4376 1454,
04376 1010

King Cobra Day

At the King Cobra Village, Ban Khok Sa-nga, Amphoe Nam
Phong, Khon Kaen Province.
10 - 16 April, 2013.

Activities : See the fight between man and king cobra,
see the parade of king cobra, spirit — warming ceremony for
king cobra, and the King Cobra Beauty Contest.

Contact : The King Cobra Club of Thailand,

Tel. 08 1974 9499

Phrathat Kham Koen Fair

At Wat Chetiyaphum, Amphoe
Nam Phong, Khon Kaen Province.
13 April, 2013.

Activities : Join bathing Phrathat
Kham Kaen for good luck on Thai
New Year’s Day, and pouring water
onto theelderly to seek their
blessings.

Contact : Ban Kham Subdistrict
Administrative Organization,

Tel. 0 4343 6024

21
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Lam Pao Songkran Festival and Stillwater
Rowing Race

At Laem Non Wiset and the front of the City Pillar Shrine,
Amphoe Sahatsakhan, Kalasin Province.

13 - 15 April, 2013.

Activities : See the Songkran parade contest, the Nang
Songkran Beauty Contest, sand pagoda building contest,
rowing competition, and Songkran booth contest.

Contact : Non Buri Subdistrict Municipality,

Tel. 0 4387 1146

Songkran Festival and Dok Khun Siang
Khaen Festival on Khao Nico Road

At Bueng Kaen Nakhon and Sri Chan Road area, Amphoe
Mueang, Khon Kaen Province.
8 — 15 April, 2013.

Activities : See flower wagon =
contest, pour water onto the |
elderly to seek their blessings, join
Songkran activities on Khao Niao
Road (Sri Chan Road area), see
the demonstrations and sales of
OTOP products.
Contact : Khon Kaen Municipality,
Tel. 0 4322 4032,

0 4322 4029
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Mueang Kalasin Songkran Festival

In the grounds of Kalasin City Hall, Amphoe Mueang, Kalasin
Province. 12 - 15 April, 2013.

Activities : See the Songkran parade contest, pour water
onto the elderly to seek their blessings, and have fun
splashing water.

Contact : Mueang Kalasin Municipality, Tel. 0 4382 1354

Maha Sarakham Songkran Festival

At the clock tower and in front of Mueang Maha Sarakham
District Office, Amphoe Mueang, Maha Sarakham Province.
13 - 14 April, 2013.

Activities : Join Songkran activities on Khao Mao Road, see
a Songkran parade, local sports competition, and pour
water onto the elderly to seek their blessings.

Contact : Mueang Maha Sarakham Municipality,

Tel. 0 4374 0826 - 28

Roi Et Songkran Festival

At Bueng Phalanchai and Roi Et Stone Garden, Amphoe
Mueang, Roi Et Province. 13 — 15 April, 2013.

Activities : Join Songkran activities on
Khao Hom Mali Road, see a Songkran
parade, and pour water onto the
elderly to seek their blessings.
Contact : Mueang Roi Et Municipality,
Tel. 0 4351 1222 -

Siwaratri Puchaniyalai Prasat Pueai Noi

At Prasat Pueai Noi, Amphoe Pueai Noi, Khon Kaen Province.
April, 2013.

Activities : Join the local traditional “Phuk Siao”, see
a light and sound show, local food contest, see the art
and cultural parade, and the demonstrations and sales of
OTOP products.

Contact : Amphoe Pueai Noi,
Tel. 0 4349 4024
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Duean Hok Bun Bang Fai

The lSt day of the waxing moon - the dark moon

day of the 6th lunar month Year of the Snake
(10 May - 8 June, 2013)

“Bun Bang Fai” (Traditional Rocket Festival) is
one of the merit-making festivals that is full of enjoyment
for the Isan people. Rocket dance, rocket parade, and
rocket launching are all the rituals of worshipping Phaya
Thaen to ask for rain before the cultivating season, in which
Isan people believe that will bring regular rainfall, and rice
will grow abundantly and people will live happily. This
belief came from the myth of Phaya Khankhak or Phaya
Khangkhok (King of the Toads) who had a battle and won
over Phaya Thaen, the angel who controlled the rain but
he, instead, withheld to give the rain falling onto the Earth
for 7 months causing people suffer. After the victory of
Phaya Khankhak, both declared a truce that whenever
villagers light a rocket into the sky, Phaya Thaen shall cast
a spell to make it rain. That is the story of Bun Bang Fai
that Isan people have observed and practised until the
present.

Inthe 6th lunar month, enjoy the Rocket Festival
in Central Isan, which is related to the social cohesion of
the way of life, beliefs, and folk culture inseparably and
beautifully.
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Phayakkhophum Phisai Rocket Festival

At Phayakkhaphum Phisai Central Stadium and
Phayakkhaphum Phisai District Office, Amphoe
Phayakkhaphum Phisai, Maha Sarakham Province.
18 - 19 May, 2013.
i Activities : See the rocket contest,
the rocket parade, and the
rocket launching competition.

Contact : Amphoe Phayakkhaphum
Phisai,
Tel. 0 4379 0580, 0 4379 1100

:-.w Phrathat Yakhu Ba’rhing Ceremony

At Phrathat Yakhu area, Amphoe Kamalasai, Kalasin Province.
23 - 24 May, 2013.

Activities : See the offering parade, the rocket parade,
Bang Fai dance contest, and Dhammajarini nun ordination
ceremony.

Contact : Kalasin Province, Tel. 0 4382 1354

Kalasin Provincial Administrative Organization,

Tel. 0 4381 6061 - 4

Nong Paen Subdistrict Municipality, Tel. 0 4385 4164

Kranuan Rocket Festival

In front of Kranuan District Office, Amphoe Kranuan,
Khon Kaen Province. 25 - 26 May, 2013.

Activities : See a Pha Daeng - Nang Ai contest (the
characters from Isan legend), the rocket parade contest,
the beautiful rocket contest, the high-rising rocket competition,
and the demonstrations and sales of OTOP products.
Contact : Amphoe Kranuan, Tel. 0 4325 2460

Kranuan Municipality, Tel. 0 4325 1595
29
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Duean Chet Bun Samha

The 1St day of the waxing moon - the 14th day of
th

the waning moon of the 7" lunar month

Year of the Snake (9 June - 7 July, 2013)

Once upon a time in the Buddha’s era, the town
of Phaisali (Vaisali) experienced drought, suffered
economic hardship, and had an epidemic causing a tremendous
high death toll. The arrival of Lord Buddha helped produce
heavy rain and the rain cleansed the town. People were
blessed by sacred water. Hence, the epidemic was gone from
the town. This story is the beginning of the merit making
“Samha”. The word “Samha” is an Isan dialect word, deriving
from a word “Chamra” which means cleansing, leaving no
sins and bad things. In the 7™ lunar month, Isan people will
clean their household and public places of the village. It is a
big cleaning time of the year. The event features merit making,
sprinkling sacred water onto people in families, tying sacred
thread onto children’s wrists as an Isan custom for happiness,
and bringing sand grains that had a spell cast on them in a
sacred ceremony to spread around the household and farms
to ward off bad things.

Besides learning about the merit-making tradition
from Hit Sip Song, a practical custom of Isan people, during
the period of the 7 unar month, there are many activities
and traditional festivals including various attractions that have
been waiting to tell the mysterious stories of Central Isan.
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Suwannaphum Rocket Festival

At Thao Siang Monument area, Amphoe Suwannaphum,
Roi Et Province. 1 -2 June, 2013.

Activities : See the rocket |
parade, the rocket contest,
and the high-rising rocket
competition.

Contact : Suwannaphum
Subdistrict Municipality,

Tel. 0 4358 1199.

Pathum Rat Rocket Festival

In front of Pathum Rat District Office, Amphoe Pathum Rat,
Roi Et Province. 1 -3 June, 2013.

Activities : See the rocket parade contest, the beautiful
rocket contest, and the high —rising rocket competition.
Contact : Amphoe Pathum Rat,

Tel. 0 4358 7114

Phanom Phrai Rocket Festival

In front of Phanom Phrai District Office, Amphoe Phanom
Phrai, Roi Et Province. 23 - 24 June, 2013.

Activities : See the beautiful rocket contest, ancient rocket,
each size of a rocket parade contest (Bang Fai Muen, Bang
Fai Saen and Bang Fai Lan), see the Ban Sa Kaeo rocket
handicraft village.

Contact : Amphoe Phanom Phrai, Tel. 0 4359 1223
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Duean Paet Bun Khoo Phansa

The 1% day of the waxing moon - the dark moon day
of the 8" unar month Year of the Snake
(8 July - 6 August, 2013)

The 1°t day of the waning moon of the 8™ Wnar
month is the start that monks in the Buddhist religion will stay
in the temple for a three-month period without staying
overnight somewhere else. It is a precept enforced since the
Buddha’s era when Lord Buddha saw that a pilgrimage of
monks during the rainy season would cause them to step on
the farmers’ crops and damage the crops. Therefore, Lord
Buddha ruled that monks had to stay in any temple for
a three-month period until the cultivating season had passed.
That is the story of another merit- making festival in Hit Sip
Song of Isan, which is “Bun Khao Phansa” (the Buddhist Lent
Festival). In this event, local people will cast a big candle to
give offering to the Buddhist religion. It is believed that offering
candles will result in intelligence and wit like brightening
candlelight.

Rejoice with the big candle offerings in the Buddhist
Lent Festival in the 8th lunar month in Central Isan, enjoy
travelling to pay homage to sacred relics along the route of
“Paying homage to Isan’s sacred relics in 4 towns for the
glory of life” that will make one’s heart delighted and be
full of fruitfulness of good to one who worships.
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Kalasin Candle Festival

In the grounds of the City Hall, Amphoe Mueang,
Kalasin Province.
23 July, 2013.

Activities : See the large candle parade contest,
and the candle contest.

Contact : Kalasin Municipality,

Tel. 0 4382 1354 - 6

Roi Et Candle Festival

At the Roi Et Stone Garden, Amphoe Mueang,
Roi Et Province.
23 July, 2013.

Activities : See the large candle parade contest,

the candle contest, the Miss Candle Beauty Contest,
and demonstrations of carving candles.

Contact : Roi Et Municipality, Tel. 0 4351 1222.

Maha Sarakham Candle Festival

In the grounds of City Hall, Amphoe Mueang,
Maha Sarakham Province. 23 July, 2013.

Activities : See the candle parade contest, and the
candle contest.

Contact : Mueang Maha Sarakham Municipality,
Tel. 0 4374 0826 - 28.
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Duean Kao Bun Khao Pradap Din

The 1St day of the waxing moon - the 14t day of

the waning moon of the ch lunar month Year of the
Snake (7 August - 4 September, 2013)

Every year at dawn of the 14t day of the
waning moon of the 9™ lunar month, Isan people will
bring food and dessert and betel wrapped with banana
leaves to put at the foot of trees and on the soil near
the walls of the temples, ordination halls, or stupa; they
also light a candle to call their deceased relatives to
accept all this food and merit. After that, villagers will
make alms offerings, give supplies and pour water to
donate the merit to their deceased relatives. This is the
ritual of Bun Khao Pradap Din, which Isan people have
inherited this belief from the past that in the dark night
of the 9™ lunar month, the 14 day of the waning moon
is the only day of the year that all spirits will be released
to come to Earth to see their relatives and receive
merit from the donors. Hence, Bun Khao Pradap Din is
one of the Hit Sip Song traditions that Isan people
practise every year.

The 9™ lunar month is another time for travelling
to Central Isan amid the refreshing atmosphere from the
rain and greenery of the fields, including the abundance
of the cradle of civilisation filled with the richness of the
irresistible charms of the culture.
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Duean Sip Bun Khao Sak
The 1% day of the waxing moon - the dark moon

day of the 10" lunar month Year of the Snake
(5 September - 4 October, 2013)

On the full moon day of the 10" lunar month
of every year, the atmosphere of faith and willing to
make merit of Khao Sak of the Isan people will appear
through several rituals; starting from an alms offering in
the morning, preparation of food and supplies to offer
to monks at the temple, a piece of paper written with
the names of villagers who make merit will be
collected and will draw lots by putting into an alms
bowl. After praying and chanting, the monk will draw a
raffle and the one, whose name is picked, will give
his/her offerings to that monk, get blessings and pour
water to dedicate merit to the deceased relatives.
In addition, Isan people will arrange food and dessert in
small packets and place them in the field and around
the house to dedicate merit to the wandering spirit and
worship Phi Ta Haek (a rice field guardian spirit) to ask
for help in watching over the fertility of the rice.

Capture the charms of Hit Sip Song and enjoy
the tourism activities in the 107 lunar month that are
ready to welcome guests, who come to visit the learning
source and cradle of civilisation of Central Isan.
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Long-boat Racing and Seng Klong King
Drum Competition

At Pao River long-boat racing area, Amphoe Kamalasai,
Kalasin Province. September, 2013.

Activities : See the long-boat racing, ancient drum
competition (Seng Klong King), see a long-boat parade,
and cheering team contest.

Contact : Kamalasai District Office, Tel. 0 4389 9397
Kamalasai Subdistrict Municipality, Tel. 0 4389 9088

Bun Khao Pradap Din Wat Chaisri

At Wat Chaisri Amphoe Mueang, Khon Kaen province

4 September, 2013.

Activities : Join making merit and giving food to monks, give
supplies and pour water to donate the merit to their deceased
relatives, bring food and dessert and betel wrapped with
banana leaves to put at the foot of trees and on the soil

near the walls of the temples, ordination halls, or stupa
Contact : Wat Chaisri

Tel. 0 4344 8350

Bun Khao Sak

At Wat Kok Tong Kut Wa, Amphoe Kuchinarai,

Kalasin Province. 19 September, 2013.

Activities : See the bamboo flower offering demonstration
contest, see local cultural performances and local music
(Phu Thai dance with the Klong Tum drum), see local art and
cultural contest (Lam Phu Thai), join making merit and giving
food to monks, and offering Kanlapaphruek trees

(bamboo flower offerings).
Contact : Kut Wa Subdistrict Municipality,

Tel. 0 4374 0826 - 28
43
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Duean Sip Et Bun Ok Phansa

The 1 day of the waxing moon - the 14 day of
the waning moon of the 11" unar monthYear of
the Snake
(5 October - 2 November, 2013)

Bun Ok Phansa (the End of the Buddhist Lent
Festival) is a merit-making festival held on the last day
of the three-month period of the rains retreat of monks,
which is the full moon day of the 11™ tunar month of
every year. It is a time for all monks and novices to
gather at the temple. On that day, monks will hold
a Pavarana ceremony to allow each monk to give the
admonition among them. Isan people will give an alms
offering, offer food to monks, take the precepts and
pray, listen to a sermon, and give Chamnam Phansa
robes together then light the shining lanterns in all the
temple area and in front of the houses in the evening.

Duean Sip Et, go making merit at the End of
the Buddhist Lent Festival, and feel the peace of the
Buddhist path in Central Isan, the land of the Buddhist

religion’s faithfulness.
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Ok Phansa Kindle Lamp Festival

At the 200-year-old park, Bueng Kaen Nakhon, Amphoe
Mueang, Khon Kaen Province. 17 — 20 October, 2013.

Activities : See the shining lantern parade contest, the lamp
altar contest, the kindle lamp contest, Fai Phaniang fireworks,
the demonstrations and sales of OTOP products.

Contact : Khon Kaen Municipality,

Tel. 0 4322 4032, 0 4322 4029

End of Buddhist Lent Festival, Long-boat
Races, Loi Krathong and Lai Ruea Fai

At Bueng Bon area and in front of Hua Khwang Subdistrict
Municipality, Amphoe Kosum Phisai, Maha Sarakham  Province.
18 — 19 October, 2013.

Activities : See long-boat racing, long-boat cheering team,
Krathong parade, Loi Krathong and Lai Ruea Fai

(Iluminated Boat Procession).

Contact : Hua Khwang Subdistrict Municipality,

Tel. 0 4376 1131 Ext. 108

Ok Phansa Festival in Roi Et

At the Stone Garden, Amphoe Mueang, Roi Et Province.
19 October, 2013.

Activities : See the traditional rice porridge cooking
ceremony, the rice porridge contest, the lantern decoration
contest, and the Isan Soraphanya Chanting Contest at student
and public levels.

Contact : Roi Et Municipality,

Tel. 0 4351 1222
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OCTOBER

Tok Bat Thewo Rohana Fair

At Wat Phuttawat, Phu Sing Foothills, Amphoe Sahatsakhan,
Kalasin Province. 19 October, 2013.

Activities : Join making merit, offering alms (Tak Bat Thewo)
on the Dinosaur’s route, Tak Bat 108, ordination ceremony of
white-robed lay followers, see the parade of the Buddha
image, gods and angels, see making the traditional rice porridge
and Krayasat (Thai sweet made of rice, nut, sesame-seeds and
sugar), light and sound show of the Sahatsakhan legend of the
Tak Bat Thewo ceremony.

Contact : Non Buri Subdistrict Municipality,

Tel. 0 4387 1146

Tak Bat Thewo Alms Giving Fair

At Wat Phra Phutthabat Phu Phan Kham area, Amphoe
Ubonratana, Khon Kaen Province. 20 October, 2013.

Activities : Join one of the largest Isan Tak Bat Thewo
ceremonies at the top of Phu Phan Kham above Ubonratana
Dam, offer alms to 500 monks while walking down the 1,049
steps, join launching a traditional giant hot air balloon and giant
Talai fireworks.

Contact : Khuean Ubonratana Subdistrict Municipality,

Tel. 0 4344 6098.
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Duean Sip Song Bun Kathin

The 1St day of the waxing moon - the dark moon

day of the 12th lunar month Year of the Snake
(3 November - 2 December, 2013)

Bun Kathin is set to be held between the 15t day
of the waning moon of the 11" lunar month to the full
moon day of the 12" lunar month. The myth of Bun Kathin
is that once upon a time, there were 30 monks who were
Patha town natives, travelling to appear before the Lord
Buddha after the End of the Buddhist Lent period, which
was still in the rainy season, causing the robes of those
monks to get wet and dirty. Lord Buddha realised that
hardship; therefore, he gave permission for monks to have
new robes and take Kathin robes to replace the old ones.
Hence, giving robes to monks was practised at that time
then it has become the Kathin merit-making festival at the
present. During the event, Isan people will prepare Trai
Chiwon clothes (the Triple Robe of Buddhist monks: a robe,
inner robe and outer robe) with the monk’s eight requisites
and donations. Solicitation to all the people is made and
Kathin floating is brought to offer at the temple. This is
another festival that builds unity and supports the Buddhist
religion to stay long lasting.

Duean Sip Song, the period at year-end in Central
Isan, still retains a lot of activities, festivals and traditions
for visitors to enjoy travelling in the land of friendship.

51



vIUQaovFAaMmULION - NOLN

o Ushaurmadaean-nai Jawnuuas o.dles . veuwny
NOPRNIEU 2556

fanssa  wuwuuwiddle-sTing Wane Sydiguidmiaseudios
wazNusANaNLNY

finda  AawWlaan — nai
ns. 08544 6699 |

MSIIOIUDNSENUUSINNOUUIAHEONINNMDISEU
“Cl']L.Jh']IalEJDWmIE"JOUﬁUhUOIIF]U
oou UJuseuouguasau ”

(Tour de Pong Neep 2013)

o Uinaseudiouguainy e.guatii 9. vouuny
NOPFRINYU 2556
fanssa  Msudeiudnsenuuudunms 180 ny. seushafiuth
L%'auqua%’mu“luﬂmnw
auuLarUsTNERnIN
NNEYY
fnsio LASOITNTH
InseuiminveuLAu
ns. 08 6458 5244,

08 1871 6537

voulnuluasa ason 6

a Audiineusumngssnia 4

NOFRANNLU 2556

fAonsan  wwuumwsnsouewasiledinlud aunlufuaund
gaiiud Tuenavannvaned e waslyifanssuniiuinue
finsie Tsausuveuunulesia s, 08 1380 0473
T5eusuyws1Au ns. 0 4333 3606

52

NOVEMBER

Pueng Thao Kong Ma Shrine’s

Celebration Festival

At Pueng Thao Kong Ma Shrine, Bueng Kaen Nakhon, Amphoe
Mueang, Khon Kaen Province. November, 2013.

Activities : See Lion and Dragon dancing parade, Eng Ko
(Chinese performing art), the Guardian’s parade around the
town, and entertainment for the celebrations.

Contact : Pueng Thao Kong Ma Shrine,
Tel. 0 8544 6699

Tour de Pong Neep Bike Race 2013

Around the Ubonratana Dam area, Amphoe Ubonratana,
Khon Kaen Province. November, 2013.

Activities : 180 kilometers of Road Bike and Mountain Bike
Racing around the Ubonratana Dam.

Contact : The Khon Kaen Cycling Club Network,

Tel. 08 6458 5244, 08 1871 6537

Khon Kaen Bike Week 6th

At The Provincial Police Training Center Region 4.
November, 2013.

Activities : See the Big Bike
Parade, enjoy music from
concert, etc.

Contact : Khon Kaen Hotel,
Tel. 08 1380 0473
Bussarakam Hotel,

Tel. 0 4333 3606.
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Kalasin Phrae Wa Silk Festival

At His Majesty the King’s SOth Birthday Anniversary Building
and the grounds of Kalasin City Hall, Amphoe Mueang,
Kalasin Province. 1 - 7 November, 2013.

Activities : See the Phrae Wa silk parade, Phrae Wa silk
contest, the demonstrations and sales of the Phrae Wa silk
handicraft, the fashion show, Pong Lang and local art and
cultural performances, the skylab local car contest, Phrae
Wa silk evening party for charity, the demonstrations and
sales of OTOP products.
Contact : Kalasin Province
(Administration Section),
Tel. 0 4381 1213 Ext. 10

Loi Krathong Festival Roi Et

At Bueng Phalanchai and Roi Et Stone Garden.
16 — 17 November, 2013.

Activities : See the conservative

# ﬂ Krathong contest, large Krathong

“ float contest, large Krathong

Ik, contest, Miss Saket Nakhon

L % i Beauty Contest, and the legend

of Roi Et light and sound show.
Contact : Roi Et Municipality,
Tel. 0 4351 1222

Loi Krathong Festival Kalasin

At Kut Nam Kin Public Park, Amphoe Mueang,

Kalasin Province.
17 November, 2013.

Activities : See the Krathong parade contest, Nang Nopphamat

Beauty Contest, and the local art and cultural performances.

Contact : Kalasin Municipality,
Tel. 0 4382 1354 - 6
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Loi Krathong Festival Maha Sarakham

On the banks of Khlong Somthawin, Amphoe Mueang, Maha
Sarakham Province. 17 November, 2013.

Activities : See the Krathong parade contest, the lantern
contest, Nang Nopphamat Beauty Contest, the folk song
contest, and the Krathong contest.

Contact : Mueang Maha Sarakham Municipality,
Tel. 0 4374 0826 - 28

I"L ﬁ'ﬂr ok L i

Loi Krathong Festival Bueng Si Than

At Bueng Si Than area, Khon Kaen University, Amphoe Mueang,
Khon Kaen Province. 17 November, 2013.

Activities : See the Krathong parade contest,
Nang Nopphamat Beauty Contest, and the local art and
cultural performances.

Contact : Khon Kaen University,

Tel. 0 4334 5325

Silk Festival, Phuk Siao Tradition and Red
Cross Fair

In front of City Hall, Amphoe Mueang, Khon Kaen Province.
29 November - 10 December, 2013.

Activities : See the local art and cultural parade, Phuk Siao
ceremony, the Bai Si contest, the silk exhibition and contest,
Miss Silk Beauty Contest, art and cultural booths, the
Soraphanya Chanting Contest, the local art and cultural
performances, the demonstrations and sales of OTOP
products.

Contact : Khon Kaen Province, Tel. 0 4323 6882
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Duean Ai Bun Khao Kam

The 18 day of the waxing moon - the 14t day
of the waning moon of the 15t lunar month
Year of the Snake
(3 December - 31 December, 2013)

“Bun Khao Kam” is the attainment of
Pariwaskam, a ceremony of monks that allows Bhikkhus
who commit offenses or wrongdoings to confess before
the monk community in order to train their minds to be
aware of their own guilt and to practise themselves to
be on the right track of the monk’s discipline, which is
also a commitment to vow themselves not to make
wrong conduct again. The monk, who desires to do this,
has to reside in a peaceful place. Isan people believe
that making merit in this period of Bun Khao Kam by
offering items for general use to monks will result in
great merit. Therefore, this tradition has been long
observed in the Hit Sip Song until now.

Duean A, in Central Isan, is a time for various
activities, festivals, and traditions that are the local
identities waiting for guests to admire and take pride of

the precious culture of this region together.
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Phrae Wa Silk and Jujube Festival

In the grounds of Phon Subdistrict Municipality, Amphoe
Kham Muang, Kalasin Province

December, 2013.

Activities : See a Phrae Wa silk contest, Miss Phrae Wa
Beauty Contest, jujube contest, folk song singing contest,
the demonstrations and sales of OTOP products.

Contact : Phon Subdistrict Municipality,

Tel. 0 4385 6157

The 6th “Fon Lam Khaen Contest 2013”

On the outdoor stage, Art and Culture Museum,
Khon Kaen University.
December 2013

Activities : See Pong Lang bands’ contest at the High school
level (age not more than 18 years old).

Contact : Office of Culture, Khon Kaen University,

Tel. 08 6346 5133, 08 4960 0261, 08 9569 8054

The World’s Jasmine Rice Festival

At Bueng Phalanchai area, Amphoe Mueang, Roi Et Province.
1 - 2 December, 2013.

Activities : Join worshipping the Mother Rice Goddess, see
the Hit Sip Song Khong Sip Si parade, Jasmine rice contest,
Jasmine rice exhibition, the exhibition
and demonstration of the local
cultural way about the rice, and
Jasmine rice’s academic seminar.
Contact : Roi Et Agricultural Office,
Tel. 0 4356 9004
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Bun Khun Mueang Khon Kaen

At the City Pillar Shrine area, Amphoe Mueang, Khon Kaen
Province. 3 -5 December, 2013.

Activities : Join the City Pillar Shrine Sacrificing Ceremony,
the offering and candlelight ceremony in honour of H.M. the
King, join making merit, offering alms, listening to a sermon,
praying ceremony,
and meditation.
Contact : Khon Kaen
Municipality,

Tel. 0 4322 1667

On Son Klong Yao Festival

In the grounds of Wapi Pathum District Office, Amphoe Wapi
Pathum, Maha Sarakham Province.
20 - 22 December, 2013.

Activities : See a tom - tom drum competition for the
Princess’ Cup, tom — tom drum parade contest, Miss Tom —Tom
Drum Beauty Contest, exhibition of local products, the
demonstrations and sales of OTOP products.

Contact : Amphoe Wapi Pathum, Tel. 0 4379 9518

Khon Kaen Countdown 2014

At the City Gate area, Amphoe Mueang, Khon Kaen Province.
31 December, 2013.

Activities : Join the count down activities around the Khon
Kaen City Gate which is decorated with new technology; such
as, fluorescent garden, tunnel of stars, Dino - light,
concert, etc.

Contact : Khon Kaen Municipality, Tel. 0 4322 1667
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*NOTES : The schedules and details of the festivals are subject
to change. Please contact the organising agencies for further

information before participating.
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